
Scriptures for the Final Discernment  
At Church Retreat 

 
 
The following are scriptures that were chosen more than once from the 6 small groups that met and 

the most frequently chosen Scriptures from the individual submission form. When there were 
different verses listed for the same Scripture, the planning committee evaluated all of the portions 
and made the final decision listed below. The comments below each passage are a compilation of 

the small groups’ reasons for choosing these verses. 
 
  
Genesis 1 (God’s good creation)  

This passage shows the intimate connection between God and the created world. Shows we are 
made of God’s image. When we look at how messed up the world is today, it’s a profound statement 
of faith to say that God made this world beautiful, that God loves the whole creation. This may be 
important for the future of the church as we remind people to advocate for non-human parts of 
creation.  

 
Psalms 121:1-8 (my help comes from the Lord) 

It puts our focus on God - our source of strength and protection. Reassurance that God can and will 
help us. Including a Psalm in our core verses is important in part because the Psalms speak so 
clearly to the human condition, and also because Psalms are songs, and music is so central to 
WPMF. This one in particular speaks to hope and comfort in a time of challenge 

 
Isaiah 55: 1-3 (Come all who are thirsty) 

It’s important for us as a congregation to find God’s love and life-giving Spirit as individuals. This 
scripture speaks to us as individuals and as a group. Resting in God’s love together “Come 
everyone who thirst”  

 
Amos 5:24 (Let justice roll on like a river) 

We as a group are called to a life of righteousness and the pursuit of justice. Puts our focus on a 
dream (“vision board”). Working for justice together; boldly demanding justice for all God’s children. 
 

Jonah 4 (Ninevites repent, Jonah angry, fig tree) 
Jonah is a story about how God’s love knows no boundaries, about how an ethno nationalist prophet 
is rebuked and told about the inclusive love of God. It’s also a rebuke of that part of human nature 
that wants to see our enemies punished, rather than their repentance. This is very relevant for our 
time, as ethno nationalism rises. Jonah is angry at the redemption/forgiveness of people he thought 
of as “bad guys”/enemies; this is a reminder that everyone has potential for good.  

 
Micah 6:8  (What does the Lord require)  

What we aspire to. Includes kindness, justice and humility - all core values for our group. Helps 
name how we are to be in the world, in the midst of daily life as we interact with others. 
This verse connects our relationship with the world. This verse tells us what to do, and what God 
wants. Reminds us of the call from God to work for justice, show mercy and do this all with God. 
 



Matthew 5:3-12  (Beatitudes)  
This is what we aspire to. These teachings of Jesus turn power structures upside down--it’s not the 
powerful who will inherit the Kingdom of Heaven. Also, these verses point to the value of 
peacemaking, a central value of WPMF. Covers the basis of life, peacemakers, and humility. Covers 
the basis of scripture and Anabaptism. God blesses those who mourn, those who are poor and 
weary. This passage reminds us that God loves the “least of these” among us, and it is our calling to 
do the same. 

 
Matt 6:24-34 (can’t serve both God and money and don’t worry, consider the lilies, etc.)    

Reminds us that we do not need to strive. Important to put service of God above service to 
consumerism. This is not only good for the world, but also good for us, because if we put our trust in 
God we don’t need to constantly worry about producing wealth.  

 
Matthew 22:34-40  (Love God, self and neighbor)  

Jesus tells us that the most important things are loving God and loving others. Related to 1 John 
4:20 Love your brother whom you see. Love God, love others, love self: roots one in God’s love. 
Roots one in the love and care of self and others. Formative for faith and growth and care of others, 
self, and creation/world. These commands summarize all the law and prophets.  
 

Luke 4:14-21 (Jesus quotes Isaiah: Spirit of God upon me…) 
Comes out of the tradition of the prophets. Isaiah’s words of anointing made real in Jesus. It was his 
mission statement, and so it is ours. Very much the message of WPMF- how we as a church 
understand the gospel. 

 
Luke 10:25-37 (Good Samaritan)  

The story is a powerful call for inclusion of the outsider. Aspiring to live this out. Justice in the hero of 
the story being an “outsider”. Challenges us. Includes the greatest commandments (love of God and 
neighbor) and illustrates them with a story. We value caring for our neighbors, and appreciate how 
stories like the Good Samaritan show us what our values look like in action.  

 
Romans 8:38-39 (nothing can separate us from God’s love)  

These verses offer consolation that there is no separation from God’s love. This is important and 
central to our faith. Being involved in a love that has overcome the anxiety of separation and offers a 
peace that grows with whom we share it. Helps us remember that we all mess up, and that God will 
not reject anyone. This can help future Christians stay grounded in their worth as God’s children. 

 
1 Cor 13  (love chapter)  

Rule of life. Speaks to the characteristics of what love is and teaches us how to show love to others.  
 
Gal 3: 25-28   (Neither Jew nor Greek)   

Focuses on equality for women and race. Fits the welcoming message of WPMF, and also calls 
attention to the fact that we are not all the same, but we can be unified in Christ. This is the only 
verse that received unanimous support from our group. ALL of us are one in Christ Jesus. (NOTE: 
This should not be interpreted as blindness to unique injustices experience by marginalize people) 

 
 
 



Gal 5:22-26 (fruit of the spirit) 
Living out our values. Something we aspire to. The “fruits of the spirit” that we hunger for are rooted 
in God’s character, and teach us how to live in right relationship with God and others. 

 
Eph 3:14-19 (rooted in God’s love) 

Roots sunk into love, God’s love which is immense. Calls us to sink our roots into this soil of love 
and to engage a journey of experiencing/knowing and becoming this love. This is the Source out of 
which we engage the world. 

 
Philippians 4:6-8  (Do not worry; think about whatever is true/honorable/just/pure etc)  

Deals with mental health and anxiety.  
 

James 2:14-17   (faith/works) 
Faith and work themes. Same themes as sheep and goats, the least of these. Faith is demonstrated 
by how we live in the world. It’s not about how faith makes us feel, but about how we live. 
  

 Rev 21:1-7 (new creation)   
Vision for a just future - a “new heaven and earth.” Promise of fulfillment - hope for the redemption of 
creation “I am the the Alpha and Omega.” Feel it’s important to include verses from both Genesis 
and Revelation in WPMF’s core verses. These verses in particular speak to the universal human 
desire to see an end to suffering, and confirm that this will come. These verses also show God 
coming out of heaven to meet us, and show that where we are now (this earth) matters. 
  

 
 
  

 
 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 
  
  

 


